Moraga
Public Meetings

City Council

Wednesday, June 27, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Planning Commission

Monday, June 18, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Design Review

Monday, June 25, 7 p.m.

Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Moraga School District

TBA

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School
Auditorium

1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

Town of Moraga:
WWW.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022

Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, June 13, 2018

JIM COLHOUN PRESENTS...

3455 STAGE COACH DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
' . GATED BAYWOOD ESTATE

Stunning 6BR/4.5BA two-story home on 47 acre lot in coveted Baywood
community with gated entry. Completely renovated with fantastic attention to
detail. Gourmet eat-in kitchen with state-of-the-art appliances and beautiful
custom cabinetry. Ground-level Master Suite and walk-in closet beyond
compare. Ideal flexible floor plan features formal living and dining rooms,
family room with wet bar, 3 lower-level guest bedrooms, and second floor
wing with two bedrooms, full bath, and bonus room. Refinished sport pool
and spa in private, fully-fenced backyard with open space beyond.

Contact Jim Colhoun for additional details or to schedule a private showing.

DRE# 01029160

Offered at $2,695,000

jim@apr.com
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jimcolhoun.com

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE ... EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE ... JIM COLHOUN

Moraga
Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report
May 22 to June 4
Alarms 13
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 7
Traffic 63
Suspicious Circumstances 11
Suspicious Subject 8
Suspicious Vehicle 19
Service to Citizen 43
Patrol Request/ Security Check 35
Vacation House Check 18
Supplemental Report 31
Welfare Check 4
Abandoned Vehicle

10 Block Pimentel Ct.

2000 Block Donald Dr.
Accident Injury

School St./Moraga Rd., Mar
Auto Burglary

St. Marys College
Barking Dog

60 Block Miramonte Dr.
Civil

600 Block Moraga Rd.

1400 Block Camino Pablo
Disturbance Domestic

60 Block Miramonte Dr.
Disturbing the Peace

2000 Block Ascot Dr.
Drunk in Public

2000 Block Donald Dr.

2000 Block Ascot Dr.
DUI Misd

1500 Block Moraga Way

St. Marys Library
Excessive Speed

St. Andrews Dr./Country Club

St. Marys/Fernwood

Moraga Rd./Cortez

Ascot Dr./Moraga Rd.

Lendell

Moraga Rd./Alta Mesa Dr.
Fire/EMS Response Info

100 Block Calle La Mesa

900 Block Country Club Dr.
Forgery

Wells Fargo
Found Property

10 Block Duarte Ct.
Fraud Credit Card

900 Block Country Club Dr.
Grand Theft

400 Block Center St.

Rheem Theatre

1500 Block Canyon Rd.
H&S Violation

4000 Block Paseo Grande
Loud Music

200 Block Paseo Bernal

2100 Block Ascot Dr.

Ascot Dr./Ascot Ct.
Loud Party

1000 Block Larch Ave.

4000 Block Paseo Grande

10 Block Miramonte Dr.
Medical Hospital

700 Block Augusta Dr.
Medical Police Needed

300 Block Rheem Blvd.

20 Block Broadmoor
Missing Adult

300 Block Rheem Blvd.
Neighbor Dispute

Police Department

Budget provisions for 2018-19 forecast replenishment of
the town’s reserve

By Sophie Braccini

ew administrative director

Joe Tanner expects that by
June 2019 the town will have re-
stored close to a 50 percent reserve,
thanks to an increase in property
tax revenue and federal reimburse-
ment. Meanwhile the town contin-
ues to suffer from a lack of asset
replacement and capital improve-
ment funds.

Tanner presented a draft bal-
anced 2018-19 budget to the
town’s audit and finance committee
on May 30. He forecasted that the
town would get most of the reim-
bursement for the sinkhole expense
before the end of the fiscal year, and
in parallel the director said that the
town is holding the line on depart-
ment expenses, curtailing anything
that is not an investment in terms of
staff efficiency tools.

The healthy budget projection
anticipates a continued growth of
the housing market, yielding a 10
percent increase in property tax
revenue, the biggest source of in-

come for the town of Moraga. The
director did not anticipate any in-
crease in the sales tax revenue for
his projection, and he included a
continuous increase in the health-
care and pension costs for the town,
although an incremental CalPers
employee contribution was negoti-
ated last year.

A portion of the projected
growth in property tax revenue
will be allocated to the storm drain
program (see article “Kwan gets
first stab at new storm drain master
plan” on page A5).

Public Works Director Edric
Kwan presented other proposed
capital investment for the coming
budget. Aside from the storm drain
plan, the first is the replacement of
the temporary Canyon Bridge with
a permanent two-lane bridge. Prior
to the incident that rendered the
bridge unusable, the town had se-
cured funding for a new bridge. The
collapse of the hill has rendered the
initial approved plans obsolete and

the public works department had
to devise a new alternative shifted
slightly downstream.

Kwan explained that his de-
partment received approval of $6.3
million for the construction of the
modified bridge, but that there
are financial risks associated with
likely delays in the reimbursement
of that money: The town may have
to wait years to see the money re-
turned. Kwan’s plan is to spread
the expense over two construction
seasons, the first starting in April of
2019, which would see the build-
ing of one lane while the temporary
bridge is still in place, and during
the second season in 2020 when
the temporary bridge would be re-
moved while the second lane of the
new bridge is built.

The members of the committee
asked Kwan if he expected some re-
imbursement money from the 2017
bridge incident to become available
in time to start funding the new
bridge. Mayor Dave Trotter, who

sits on the committee, indicated
that the town is working with U.S.
Rep. Mark DeSaulnier to make
sure that Moraga receives money
when Congress appropriates funds
for 2017 California emergencies.

Other CIP projects for the com-
ing budget year include the zoning
completion of the Moraga Center
Specific Plan; Canyon and Camino
Pablo crossing improvement with
resurfacing and upgrading of bi-
cycle and pedestrian safety with
the construction of a mid-section
refuge and flashing beacons; and
improvement of the sidewalk on
Moraga Way to link to what Orinda
provides.

Kwan noted that some main-
tenance and asset replacement
continue to be delayed such as IT
equipment or maintenance and po-
lice vehicle replacements.

The town council will review
and approve the budget in June.

Proposed conversion of an office building into
condominiums on School Street

By Sophie Braccini
B e

Simulation of the transformation from office building to condominiums.

Other Non Criminal
800 Block Camino Ricardo
Petty Theft
Campolindo High School
Joaquin Moraga Int School
Prom Shoot
Joaquin Moraga Int School
2000 Block Donald Dr.
Public Assembly Check
Rheem Valley Shopping Center (3)
CVS (2)
Safeway
Reckless Driving
Canyon Rd./Moraga Rd.
Moraga Rd./Rheem Blvd. (2)
Police Department
Moraga Rd./Campolindo Dr.
Cypress/St. Andrews
Moraga Way/Moraga Rd.
4000 Block Paseo Grande
Moraga Way/St Andrews Dr.
Revocation of Probation
Starbucks
Shoplift
Safeway
Terrorist Threats
30 Block Juniper Way
Trespass
Campolindo High School
Moraga Commons Park
Via Joaquin/Alta Mesa Dr.
Unwanted Guest
Safeway
1600 Block Camino Pablo
Vandalism
Canyon Bridge
Vehicle Theft
10 Block Madsen Ct.
Verbal Dispute
Homegoods
Violation Restraining Order
Police Department
Walk Through
TJ Maxx

he planning commission re-

cently looked at a unique con-
cept for Moraga: transforming an
existing stand-alone office building
into an eight-unit residential con-
dominium. The construction of the
units located at the western corner
of School Street and Country Club
Drive would not require a modifi-
cation of the current building foot-
print.

The May 21 discussion was a
study session led by the planning
commission, a way for the project
applicant to get a feel about the ad-
visory body’s reaction to the project
as well as public input. The initial
response of the planning commis-
sioners was unanimously positive;
they liked the idea of transforming
an office building that is not fully
occupied with compact housing
located close to shops, without
changing the footprint of the build-
ing or elevating its height.

Many questions remain to be
answered before the project mate-
rializes, including the number and
type of parking spaces and where
to locate the recycling bins. And
since the building is located in a
development that comprises three
additional similar office buildings,
the new owner will need to get ap-
proval from a majority of the other
owners in order to proceed.

The building, located at 1600
School Street, according to appli-
cant Nikhil Gera, has a 70 percent
occupation rate at this time, with
most of the space used by the per-

Images provided
son who is selling him the building.
The project would create an 8-unit
residential condominium devel-
opment with units ranging in size
from 1,099 square feet to 1,147
square feet. Dan Hale, the architect
for the project, proposes creating
a second story by adding articula-
tions through the roof. He says that
the project would respect what is
there, including the healthy mature
trees, and would provide smaller
housing units with small gardens
that do not exist in Moraga at this
time but could be ideal for some
part of the population.

Planning commission chair
Suzanne D’Arcy agreed that these
types of units would be great for
downsizing seniors. Commissioner
Mike McCluer noted that he had
been hesitant about the mixed-use
aspect of the project at first, but
that other Moraga sites such as Via
Moraga across from the Rheem
Center showed him that it could
work well for residents.

Commissioner David Strom-
berg had some questions regard-

ing the lack of storage space in the
units and the parking in the form of
carports that for him would call for
an apartment rental-style housing
rather than owner occupied condo-
miniums. He asked that the archi-
tect look at ways to add storage in
the back of the carports.

One question that needs to be
answered with this application is
the zoning. The project is part of
the Moraga Center Specific Plan
that was adopted over eight years
ago and still does not have proper
zoning. The project as proposed
fits the criteria set for this space
in terms of usage, density and
height, but it would need to obtain
a planned development agreement,
like what was done by Moraga
Center Homes along Moraga Way,
in order to proceed. The alternative,
as explained by Planning Director
Derek Farmer would be to wait to
have the council finally approve a
zoning plan. Farmer seemed confi-
dent that it could happen this win-
ter, but he added that what is on the
drawing board for this part of town
was not yet finalized.

Last but not least of the hurdles
for this project is its necessity to
garner the support of a majority of
the other property owners. There
are four buildings in this develop-
ment, one is owned by the same
owner as the building proposed for
remodel, but the two other property
owners have not signed off. In fact,
a lawyer for one of the other own-
ers came to express that person’s
surprise at seeing this project being
considered when there is a pending
lawsuit active at this time between
property owners over parking spac-
es and dumpsters.




